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From Rev. Lynda Foot
A lot of littles make a lot
Lent is a gift of love from God to us. … some space to allow us to
focus on something other than …..
Early in the history of Christianity, Easter became the day when
people were baptized and admitted to the community.
Others who had excluded themselves from the community (by for
instance burning a pinch of Incense in front of the statue of the
Emperor instead of facing the lions in the Coliseum) were
readmitted on the same day. So Easter was preceded by a time of
preparation and repentance. Friends and teachers who would
support them on their journey would accompany the candidates.
In this way the community grew, was reconciled and grew stronger.
Eventually the Church encouraged the remembrance of Jesus’ forty
days in the wilderness and the practice of observing Lent began.
People prepared for the spiritual journey towards Easter by going
to confession and being shriven on Shrove Tuesday. Forty days of
prayer and fasting including giving up meat followed. Sundays are
days of rejoicing not fasting.
Often it seems to me that the Church was very practical about these
things.
In the Middle Ages, you could only keep those animals that you
could feed. You kept the animals you needed to produce food for the
next year. Hens go off laying and you need to them to sit on their
eggs to produce lots of chicks at Easter. The sheep are in lamb and
so on. There will not be a lot of food to go around until the grass has
grown in the Spring. If anyone is greedy then there is less for
everybody else.
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So spiritual growth, and care for the community went hand in hand.
We know very little about Julian of Norwich, not even her name. My
favourite Author imagines her as an ordinary woman of her time
married with children. Then in 1361 plague came to Norwich a
variety, which particularly attacked children. Julian was 19.
Perhaps her husband and children died in the plague. In 1373 Julian
falls ill and has a vision that she writes about.
One of the things she describes is being shown a little thing in her
hand and being made aware that ”little thing’ was all that is made
and that God made it, loves it and keeps it.
Today we are aware of how connected everything is. If we were to
give up eating meat, it would cause consternation for the farming
and food supply and distribution industries. Big changes to help the
environment seem difficult. Individually we often feel helpless. We
could however give up something’s which helped the environment.
Perhaps we have fewer lights on, be more careful with the water
or…. Or make our gardens friendlier to insects, birds and animals
(perhaps enjoy the squirrels which dig up my bulbs).
They are only little things but as my Grandmother used to say
“A lot of littles make a lot”.
(more suggestions including some family friendly ones are available
www.churchofengland.org/livelent0
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Rest in Peace
Ivor Bufton
David Falkner
Pearl How
Alan Love

COVID 19
The church will reopen for services on the 21st March.
We hope to see you there. Please ensure masks are
worn unless you are medically exempt.
Easter at St Andrew’s
Good Friday
2pm-3pm – At the Cross Service
Easter Day
10:15am – Celebration of the Resurection.
Our services may change depending on amendments
to COVID 19 guidelines. Please check our website for
any amendments to services.
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St. Andrew’s Flower Circle
March – May 2021

We hope to commence placing flowers in the church soon
but it is subject to the lifting of COVID-19 Restrictions
DATE

ARRANGERS

MAIN
ALTAR

SIDE
ALTAR

NAVE STEP

BOOK OF
REMEMBRANCE

MARCH
7th

LENT

14th

No Flowers During Lent

21st
28th
APRIL
4th

The Flower
Circle

EASTER DAY

11th
18th
25th
MAY

Glynnis Brant

TBA

2nd

Gillian Smith
Diane WestonPrice
Gillian Smith

9th
16th
23rd

Glynnis Brant

30th
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On Reflection
During one of the lockdowns last year Anne Hayto came up with the
idea
of having an online discussion group; she said she was worried her
brain had been turning to mush and she needed some stimulation!,
So we
formed a group which we called On Reflection.
Pete Hobson agreed to manage the tech side of things and chair the
discussions. The format was that someone would introduce a topic
with
some thoughts or research they'd been doing on that topic; then
Pete
would go round those on the group and invite each person in turn to
comment on what they'd heard.
Topics we've discussed are our reactions to the pandemic, to
poverty
and injustice and our thoughts on the nature of the authority of the
bible. In fact Pete was thinking we might revisit that subject in
light of the readings from John Barton's book on Radio 4 at the start
of the year.
The meeting is held via Zoom and you don't have to pay a
subscription.
An email is sent out shortly before the Wednesday evening the
meeting
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is to be held with the date and start time (usually 7 pm) and a link
which enables you to join the meeting.
Please contact Pete Hobson if you would like to join the group.

Happy Golden Wedding Anniversary to Tony and Sue
Morrell.
Below is a photo of Tony and Sue on their wedding day at
St Andrew’s on 13th March 1971. This below photo from
ACE was the Aylestone Choir Editorial Magazine and was
publish bimonthly and sold for 7p a copy or if you could
afford it 35p a year.
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Easter Online Craft Sale
We will be holding an online craft
sale during Holy Week.
If you would like to make something
for the sale. Please price your
item/s and send is a photograph to
standrewsaylestone@gmail.com
If you can not make anything,
please support the sale by either
purchasing an item or spreading the
word of the sale.
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Note from the Treasurer
There is no easy way to say that the Church has started the
year in a bleak financial situation. Last year the pandemic
severely reduced our basic income from cash collections and
wedding fees and made fundraising near impossible. The
main expenses which consist of contribution to the ministry,
heat and light, repairs and maintenance, insurance and
ancillary staff costs continue, without any external funding
support. The net loss on running the Church for calendar year
2020 exceeded £10,000. As the pandemic crisis continues we
are likely to have a similar loss in 2021.
The inability to hold fundraising events also means that the
Organ Restoration Appeal is short of the restoration cost by
approximately £9,000 at the time of writing.
A Quinquennial inspection of the church building is imminent
which could identify further essential repair costs.
Your Church is now approaching a situation where it will
struggle to remain solvent. The Clergy and PCC are
appreciative of your contributions and recognise that many
of you have your own financial challenges at this time, but
please maintain your giving and if anyone feels they can give
more this would be very welcome.
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If you wish to make a donation then you can do so in
the following ways:By direct debit through the Parish Giving Scheme, for
which you can now sign up for (or amend your giving)
on telephone number 0333 002 1271. Please have at
hand the parish code number 190619021 and your
bank details. For more information please go to
www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk.
By cheque made payable to “St Andrews Parochial
Church Council” and post to me at 67 Conaglen Road,
Leicester LE2 8LE. If your donation is for the Organ
Restoration Appeal then please make the cheque
payable to “St Andrew’s Initiative Account”.
By a direct online BACS payment to the church
account, St Andrews Parochial Church Council,
account number 77068302 sort code 090151. For the
Organ Restoration Appeal it should be to St Andrew’s
Initiative Account, account number 44551186, sort
code 090156. Please quote ref “donation” in all cases.
Thank you very much for your support,
John Robb
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Answers to the Sudoku are on page 21
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Organ Restoration.
Work to restore the organ has begun. If you would like to donate
to the restoration fund, please contact John Robb or
standrewsayleston@gmail.com
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Wisdom
I have been thinking about two people who had an influence on me.
Canon Arthur Gribble at the Queens College, Birmingham suggested
that we said the Prayer of General Thanksgiving at the beginning and
end of each day so that our lives are bracketed with
thanksgiving. When somebody overslept and missed Matins he said,
,"I hope you have not come to serve God on a part time basis". We are
called to be full time Christians....
Douglas Feaver, former Bishop of Peterborough, when saying the
Lord's Prayer preferred to say "in earth" during the Lord's Prayer
rather than "on earth" because our salvation was wrought in the
Manger and in the Tomb of the Resurrection - food for thought?.
AAH

Kate's Green Cleaning
An environmentally responsible cleaning service that
uses all natural, biodegradable and non-toxic
products that are chemical free.
Domestic cleaning weekly/monthly/one time only
Call : 07423 068265 / 0116 2440896
Email : kate.montaut@gmail.com
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A Prayer in Spring
Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers to-day;
And give us not to think so far away
As the uncertain harvest; keep us here
All simply in the springing of the year.
Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white,
Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night;
And make us happy in the happy bees,
The swarm dilating round the perfect trees.
And make us happy in the darting bird
That suddenly above the bees is heard,
The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill,
And off a blossom in mid-air stands still.
For this is love and nothing else is love,
The which it is reserved for God above
To sanctify to what far ends He will,
But which it only needs that we fulfil.
Robert Frost - 1874-1963

Chris Collett

PLUMBING & HEATING CONTRACTORS
40 COUNTESTHORPE ROAD
SOUTH WIGSTON – LEICS – LE18 4PF
TELEPHONE 0116 277 0880
FACSIMILE 0116 278 5522
EMAIL chris@chriscollett.co.uk

Registration No. 5606
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Snow at St Andrew’s
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Food Bank at Gilmorton estate Community centre
Thank you very, very much for all your donations of food
and money to the Food Bank. These have been very
gratefully received and have made a real difference to the
lives of many folk in need of help.
Please get in touch with Rowena if you would like to make a
contribution.

This Christian Aid week runs from 9th - 16th May and
once again we hope to raise a substantial amount of
money to help our neighbours across the world who
are struggling with the effects of disease, war, poverty
and climate change. Last year's online plant sale was a
huge success and we are repeating it again this year,
thanks to Katy Fox, who has agreed to 'host' the event
on Facebook. We therefore need lots of plants, so if
you are a gardener please set some plants aside for
us. They need not be big, divided perennials and
young plants from seed are all fine. Vegetable plants
are also very welcome. We will let you know nearer
the time where the plants need to go and there will be
a pick up service for people who need it. If you have
any queries, please ring Anne on 2832978.
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Spring has arrived at St Andrew’s

19

20

Note from the editor
It is with news that there is a hopeful end to the restrictions, I hope that
in the next magazine we will be a short breath away from being able to
embrace the ones we love. Getting back to how things used to be will
take time, patience and trust. Please know that the church family will be
here to help you if you would like to speak to someone.
Alex
Material for the Summer edition of the Parish news should reach the
editor at the Parish Office or standrewsaylestone@gmail.com by May
11th

Sudoku Answers

If you would like to advertise in the
Parish Magazine,
please contact Alex Bustin by email
standrewsaylestone@gmail.com
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Church Organisations
Sunday Club: (4-11 years) meets in church in term time during the
10:15am service, except on 1st Sunday of the Monday which is an all
age service. Contact: Brenda Spencer 291 0354
Mothers Union: Contact Kate Austin, 2917738

Uniformed Organisations
Guides (10-14 years)
Monday 7:30-9:00pm

Sue Hall

291 5961

Brownies (7-10 years)
Tuesday 6:30-8:00pm

Sue Hall

291 5961

Rainbows (5-7 years)
Tuesday 5:15-6:15pm)

Zoe Harrison

278 8498

Scouts (11-15years)
Thursday 7.30-9.00pm

326 5455
SL@102nd.org.uk

Cubs (8-11years)
Wednesday 6.30-8.00pm

326 5455
CSL@102nd.org.uk

Beavers (6-8years)
Monday 6.00-7.30pm

326 5455
BSL@102nd.org.uk

General Scouting Enquires contact
gsl@102nd.org.uk or 0116 326 54 55

NEED A VENUE FOR YOUR PARTY OR
COMMUNITY GROUP?
Then why not consider St Andrew’s
Parish Hall.
This is a substantial meeting place that
is available for hire, and can take up to
150 persons. There are ample car
parking facilities.
The sprung floor of the Hall is of high
quality ballroom standard, and a
number of dance groups meet here.
For availability and bookings, contact
the Hall Administrator:
Alex Bustin: 07513 281 908
Email:
standrewsparishhall@gmail.com

