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A note from our Rector Rowena

Last Sunday we held a Remembrance Service in the 
churchyard, which was one of the most moving occasions I 
can remember.  Whether this was due to Middleton street 
being closed for bridge repairs (which meant we could hear  
birdsong during the 2 minutes’ silence), or whether it was due 
to the wonderful trumpeter, or the singing of the National 
Anthem, or the socially distanced groups of ones, twos and 
families on the roadside and in the churchyard, I don’t know.  
But moving it certainly was.  And I’m so thankful that we were 
allowed to hold the service.
This has made me reflect on the importance of marking out 
the Christian year, firstly as a way of keeping us sane and in 
touch with reality during lockdown(s), but also as a way of 
offering something spiritual to the community.  The church 
can’t always feed the hungry, or house the homeless, or find 
work for the unemployed, but we can offer a spiritual gift in a 
glimpse of the love of Jesus Christ through our worship and 
prayer.
The next big festival in the calendar is Advent Sunday, which is 
the start of the Christian year.  This always falls on the 4th

Sunday before Christmas, (29th November this year).  Sadly, 
we can’t hold a service in church this year, but we can mark 
the day by lighting a candle in our windows.  You may 
remember the Advent ring in church, where we light a new 
candle each week (until I managed to set fire to the 
decorations around it!).
So why is Advent the start of the Christian year?
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It’s because the big Christmas message is that light follows 
darkness, that darkness does not overcome light.  Advent 
takes place when the days are short and nights are dark, yet 
just after the shortest day of the year we celebrate the 
coming of the Light of the World, Jesus.  This light out of 
darkness theme runs right through the Bible – think of the 
creation story where God creates light first in the dark void; 
think of Easter when Jesus bursts from the darkness of the 
tomb into the light of resurrection. 
And so we have tremendous hope and faith that light comes 
to us all when we are in a dark place, or the world seems to 
be in a dark despair.
We show this in church by building up the lights on our 
Advent ring each week.  This year we can add lights each 
week at home, and the “Little lights of Aylestone” will also 
bring much joy and cheer to many.  (See more of this later in 
the magazine). 
So we begin the Christian year as times are dark, and the 
days are getting darker, but we shine our lights in the 
darkness, as we know that Jesus Christ is born on Christmas 
Day, and that the Light of the World will shine brightly in 
and around us.  
“ The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.” (John 1)
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St. Andrew’s Flower Circle
December – February 2020

DATE ARRA
NGER

S

MAIN
ALTAR

SIDE
ALTAR

NAVE 
STEP

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

DECEMBER

1St – 24th ADVENT

25th CHRISTMAS DAY
Glynnis 
Brant

Mrs Chantrill

27th

JANUARY TBA
3rd Ann 

Dixon
10th

17th Jane O’Neil
24th 

31st

FEBRUARY TBA Marie 
Young

7th

14th Mary 
Alderson

17th ASH WEDNESDAY
21st NO FLOWERS 

DURING LENT
28th



6

ADVENT WINDOWS AT HOME 
Here is a way to decorate your windows at home during Advent 
using 4 candles and a Nativity scene. Print out the 4 candles and 
colour them in or decorate the background on each page. These can 
be found on our website and on our Facebook page. 
Starting on Sunday 29th November, display one candle in the 
window of your house. Then each week, add another candle, and 
some lights if you wish. Each day of the week, pray for some people 
in need. Print out the final page to illustrate the Nativity, add it to 
your windows on Christmas Eve. Then decorate with lights or glitter 
and sing Silent Night, or any other Christmas carols, at home! 

Advent 2020 SOME EXTRA THINGS TO DO DURING ADVENT: 

1. Write the names of people you want to pray for on the BACK of 
the candle before putting it in the window. 2. EACH DAY you could 
switch on some lights near the candle in the window and pray for 
people in need. Sunday Peace in the world Monday Children & 
young people Tuesday Elderly & isolated Wednesday NHS & 
expectant mothers Thursday People out of work & homeless Friday 
National & local government Saturday Family & friends 3. Then listen 
to an ADVENT CAROL or song on YouTube Come, O divine Messiah 
Wait for the Lord (Taizé) Christ be our light (Bernadette Farrell) This 
is the truth sent from above (RVW) O come, O come Emmanuel
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Taken from the Diocese of Salisbury’s website
A selection of genuine misprints and bloopers reprinted in 
parish magazines.

Selected proofreading mistakes from large-circulation 
newspapers
• Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says
• Miners Refuse to Work After Death
• War Dims Hope for Peace
• Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges
• Man Struck By Lightning: Faces Battery Charge
• Kids Make Nutritious Snacks
• Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead

Church notices
• A talk on drugs will be given at the next Mothers' Union 

meeting. This will be followed by a bring and buy sale.
• Don't miss the Young Wives' Victorian Evening next month. 

It will be a fun night and some of the women will wear 
clothes.

Bulletin bloopers
• We are delighted to announce that the youth group has 

raised almost £500 for drug abuse.
• Correction: The following typo appeared in our last bulletin: 

'Lunch will be gin at 12:15.' Please correct to read '12 noon.‘
• Any church member over 18 is welcome on our new lay 

ministry programme. It requires minimal training and time: 
just six weekly classes of about 200 hours each Tuesday 
night.
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• The Seniors group will have a picnic on Saturday. Each 
person is asked to bring a friend, a vegetable, and a sweet, 
all in a covered dish.

• Remember the church jumble sale. We have a gents three-
speed bicycle, also two ladies for sale, in good running 
order.

Selected parish magazine misprints
• Bertha Belch, a missionary, will be speaking tonight at 

Calvary Memorial Church. Come and hear Bertha Belch all 
the way from Africa.

• Next Sunday's preacher can be found hanging on the 
notice board in the porch.

• We are pleased to note that there has been a change of 
mind by the Housing Department regarding the name for 
the new Housing complex for the elderly. 'St Peter's Close' 
did seem somewhat inappropriate.

• God is good. The vicar is better
• Local High School Dropouts Cut In Half
• Astronaut Takes Blame For Gas In Spacecraft
• New Study Of Obesity Looks For Larger Test Group
• Cold Wave Linked To Temperatures
• Next weekend's Fasting & Prayer Conference in Whitby 

includes all meals.
• Fifth Sinday is Lent.
• Sunday morning sermon: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.
• Sunday evening sermon: 'Searching for Jesus.‘
• Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get 

rid of those things not worth keeping around the house. 
Bring your husbands.
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This in no way detracts from the excellent care that I received whilst 
being admitted to hospital during the Covid 19 restrictions.  I am forever 
grateful and give thanks and praise for the wonderful work that the NHS 
staff gave to me. However these things amused me and go to show how 
over-stretched everyone was and therefore there were holes in the 
system.
Wards
Admitted to Ward A on Monday – slept in normal ward
Moved to Ward B Tuesday after breakfast but did not get a wash until 
4.30pm as it was assumed that ward A had seen to that.
At 9.30pm I was told I could not stay on that ward as I had to be in a 
sideward because I have a CPAP machine and was not allowed on a 
normal ward, albeit I had spent two days sleeping on them
At 10.30pm I was moved to Ward C where the sideward was not ready 
for me because they did not have any sheets. At 11.30pm sheets duly 
arrived and I was eventually put to bed after a very weary day.
Beverages
Dr instructed me to have Decaff but there was never any on the trollies.
The first hot drink was at 11.30am – never any with breakfast.
Meals
Ordered Fish Mornay, It arrived with gravy on it Turned out to be Cottage 
Pie but tasted lovely so didn’t grumble.
Ordered Mushroom Soup, Ham Salad and Yoghurt.  Salad and Yoghurt 
arrived without soup so waited a while and then ate them Three quarters 
of an hour later the soup arrived.
2 serviettes would arrive with some meals but none with others so made 
sure I saved 1 for next time.
Toilets
The orange cord was always tied up and very short even after I untied it 
every time as I used to at St Andrew’s.  This cord should be lying on the 
floor at all times so that if a disabled person falls they can reach it and 
call the alarm

Margaret Toon
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Organ Restoration Fund

St Andrew’s church organ fund. Thanks to all those people who have filled 
Smarties Tubes with 20pence coins.

The total amount now stands at £1518

John Mott and the Fund Raising team.

Red Wellies

Plastic bag, red wellies,
Jack beneath the tree.
Wind blown apples, fallin’s,
Best are always free.

Curses garden hedgehog,
Bad ‘uns birds have peck’d
Sorts ‘em out for Avus,
Counts ‘em, each he checks.

Sorts ‘em out for Avus.
For Jack, Avus brings,
Toys he’s made from used wood,
Conkers hung on strings

Prepack’d, a summers’ sunshine,
Says’ Avus, He ain’t messin’
Scatter’d all around,
GOD’S Autumn gift, a blessin’
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PARISH NEWS NOW AVAILABLE ON LINE
There have been some recent changes to our Parish Magazine and it 
has unfortunately been necessary to increase the cost to £1 per copy in 
order to cover printing and paper costs. I hope you will agree that this 
still represents good value and that you will continue to enjoy the 
magazine.
As well as paper copies, we are now publishing the magazine on our 
website (standrewsaylestone@gmail.com) where you can read it for 
free. Paper copies are still available for those who want them and you 
can either pick them up in church or have them delivered as usual. You 
do not need to do anything. However, if you would prefer to access 
the magazine digitally, please e mail me at annehayto@gmail.com to let 
me know so that I can delete you from the delivery lists. I will then get 
a list together of those people who will read the magazine online and e 
mail you to let you know publication dates.
Anne Hayto,
Distribution secretary.

Kate's Green Cleaning

An environmentally responsible cleaning service that 
uses all natural, biodegradable and non-toxic 
products that are chemical free.

Domestic cleaning weekly/monthly/one time only

Call : 07423 068265 / 0116 2440896
Email : kate.montaut@gmail.com
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Christmas presents 2020 
 

This year the White Star Appeal is not running, so we want to carry on the 
tradition of buying gifts for others in a different way. 

 

If you would like to participate, please: 

- Buy or make a gift which would suit most adults, eg. Chocolates, Biscuits, a 
Calendar, Candle etc. 

- Please only spend a few pounds (absolute maximum £5) 
- Wrap it in jolly Christmas paper 
- Write a Christmas card with these words inside:  “With love from all at St. 

Andrew’s Church, Aylestone.” 
- Put the card in its envelope and stick it on the wrapped present 
- Write on the corner of the card what the present is 
- Bring the present to church by Sunday 13th December. (Church is open 

Monday 6-7pm, Thursday 9-10am, Sunday 11-12noon) 
- If you can’t bring the present to church let Rowena know and a pick-up will 

be organised. 

In the week of 14th December the gifts will be delivered to those we know who 
are isolated/vulnerable, and to care homes in the parish.   If you know of 

anyone who might like to receive a gift please email 
standrewsaylestone@gmail.com or phone 2910021 
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Note from the Treasurer

As Christmas approaches I wish to express my appreciation to all 
of you who have continued to support the Church financially 
through what has been a very difficult and challenging year, and 
regardless of any restrictions in place I hope the joy of the festive 
season will shine through to you and your families.

The coming year will no doubt be just as difficult and challenging 
and your ongoing generosity will be essential to keep the Church 
going.

If you wish to make a donation while the Church building is again 
closed for services then you can do so in the following ways:-

By direct debit through the Parish Giving Scheme, for which you 
can now sign up for on telephone number 0333 002 1271. Please 
have at hand the parish code number 190619021 and your bank 
details. For more information please go to 
www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk.  

By cheque made payable to “St Andrews Parochial Church 
Council” and post to me at 67 Conaglen Road, Leicester LE2 8LE.

By a direct online BACS payment to the church account, St 
Andrews Parochial Church Council, account number 77068302 
sort code 090151. Please quote ref “donation”.

Thank you very much for your support,

John Robb
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Pinecone Bird Feeder
Feed the birds this autumn / winter with this pinecone 
bird feeder - fun to make with your kids!
You will need:
Lard
String
Pine cone
Birdseed
Instructions:
Tie a piece of string around the widest part of the 
cone.
Mix the lard and seed together, then press the mixture 
into the branches of the cone.
Use the string to tie the cone up in your garden for the 
birds to enjoy.
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HERE TO HELP

Christmas, New Year and beyond are set to be very different 
this year.
We know that some of our readers have found life hard 
lately for all
sorts of reasons. Those of us at St. Andrew's who are able 
to help are ready and willing to do so. If you are feeling 
lonely and isolated and would like someone to chat to, or 
you are finding it difficult to get food or other necessities, 
please do let us know. You can telephone Rev. Rowena on 
2910021 or e mail her and let her know what your difficulty 
is. Someone from St. Andrew's will then be in touch with 
you. If we cannot help you with your problem we may be 
able to find someone else who can, so please don't hesitate 
to be in touch.

Food Bank at Gilmorton estate Community centre

Thank you very, very much for all your donations of food 
and money to the Food Bank. These have been very 
gratefully received and have made a real difference to the 
lives of many folk in need of help.
Please get in touch with Rowena if you would like to make a 
contribution.
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The Joyful Mysteries

As we approach the joys of Christmas and the days that come after I 
suggest thinking each day about one of the Joyful Mysteries.
MONDAY: The Annunciation - The Angel Gabriel tells Mary that 
she will give birth to Jesus. Luke 1: 26
TUESDAY The Visitation - Mary visits Elizabeth and says the 
Magnificat. Luke 1: 39
WEDNESDAY The Incarnation - The Word made Flesh. Jesus is born. 
John 1: 14
THURSDAY The Shepherds visit the Manger - Luke 2: 8
FRIDAY The Visit of the Wise Men - Matthew 2
SATURDAY Candlemass - Simeon says the Nunc Dimittis - Luke 2: 
21.
SUNDAY The Passover at 12 years old in the Temple - "Wist. ye 
not that I (Jesus) must be about my Father's Business". Luke 2: 29 (AV) 
- A MESSAGE FOR US ALL..

AAH.
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REACHING OUT TO OUR COMMUNITY
Those of you who have been through our churchyard recently will 
have seen the fantastic new banner which welcomes everyone to St. 
Andrew's. Thanks go to Tom Sharkey in particular for his work on 
this. I hope that it will be seen and appreciated by people who pass 
by on the road and who walk through the churchyard. This banner 
is one of the results of a virtual meeting by some parishioners early 
in the first lockdown who were interested in trying to find new ways 
of reaching out to each other and our wider community. Another 
idea was the creation of a prayer trail in the churchyard and this was 
very well received as a way for people to pray and ponder the 
spiritual side of life as they go about their everyday 
business. Another prayer trail has been prepared for 
Advent/Christmas/Epiphany and we hope you will find it helpful. Wi-
Fi in church and more use of technology is undoubtedly a challenge, 
but being online inside church is a huge step forward for us. During 
lockdown our virtual zoom services have also been so important in 
connecting us to each other where possible. Our zoom discussion 
group is really good for keeping the brain working. We meet 
fortnightly, usually on a Wednesday and we discuss issues that are 
relevant to today's world in the context of our Christianity. All are 
welcome to join us.
I think Aylestone is a lovely community to live in and the community 
spirit this Christmas will be shown by the Christmas lights trail which 
is an initiative from some people who live in Narrow Lane, including 
the Black Horse pub. Residents are being encouraged to put up 
lights in windows and outside and a map with a walking trail will be 
available so that we can all have a walk round the neighbourhood, 
enjoy the lights, chat at a distance to our neighbours and be 
thankful for the rays of hope that the lights will represent. St. 
Andrew's is joining with this initiative and lights will twinkle in our 
windows and in the trees outside.
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Chris Collett
PLUMBING & HEATING CONTRACTORS

40 COUNTESTHORPE ROAD
SOUTH WIGSTON – LEICS – LE18 4PF
TELEPHONE 0116 277 0880
FACSIMILE    0116 278 5522
EMAIL chris@chriscollett.co.uk Registration No. 5606

Some of our church family are, for various reasons, unable to 
get out much and may need a helping hand. If this is you -
please do let us know. We will try to help if we can. Who 
knows what 2021 will bring, but we hope that we can move 
forward with renewed hope of better treatments and a 
vaccine for Covid before long. Whatever the new year brings, 
we need to get the message across. Who-ever you are, ST. 
ANDREW'S AYLESTONE WELCOMES YOU.

If you want to know any more about any of the above please e 
mail me at annehayto@gmail.com or phone me on 
2832978.
Anne Hayto.
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Note from the editor

2020 has been a year that most of us will want to forget.  I would like to 
reiterate the message of this magazine and request that if you are 
struggling, please contact a member of the church. I think we have all 
had moments during this year where we have needed someone to lean 
on. We are all here for you. 
As we start a new church year, I would like to remind you that in the 
darkest of times, there can be light. We have seen a year of isolation and 
yet friendships have been forged with neighbours and strangers.  We 
have a new appreciation for our family and friends and our beautiful 
church. I hope that 2021 brings us better days and one where we 
remember the lessons of this one.
Wishing you a peaceful festive season and a happier new year.
Alex

Material for the Spring edition of the Parish news should reach the 
editor at the Parish Office or standrewsaylestone@gmail.com by 
February 11th

If you would like to advertise in the 
Parish Magazine, 

please contact Alex Bustin by email 
standrewsaylestone.com



Church Organisations

Sunday Club: (4-11 years) meets in church in term time during the 
10:15am service, except on 1st Sunday of the Monday which is an all 
age service. Contact: Brenda Spencer 291 0354

Mothers Union: Contact Kate Austin, 2917738 

Uniformed Organisations

Guides (10-14 years)
Monday 7:30-9:00pm Sue Hall                                291 5961

Brownies (7-10 years)
Tuesday 6:30-8:00pm Sue Hall 291 5961

Rainbows (5-7 years)
Tuesday 5:15-6:15pm)         Zoe Harrison 278 8498

Scouts (11-15years) 326 5455
Thursday 7.30-9.00pm SL@102nd.org.uk

Cubs (8-11years) 326 5455
Wednesday 6.30-8.00pm CSL@102nd.org.uk

Beavers (6-8years) 326 5455
Monday 6.00-7.30pm BSL@102nd.org.uk

General Scouting Enquires contact
gsl@102nd.org.uk or 0116 326 54 55



NEED A VENUE FOR YOUR PARTY  OR 
COMMUNITY GROUP?

Then why not consider St Andrew’s 
Parish Hall.

This is a substantial meeting place that 
is available for hire, and can take up to 

150 persons. There are ample car 
parking facilities.

The sprung floor of the Hall is of high 
quality ballroom standard, and a 

number of dance groups meet here.

For availability and bookings, contact 
the Hall Administrator:

Alex Bustin: 07513 281 908
Email: 

standrewsparishhall@gmail.com


